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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township. 
 
Highways 
The Highways Service has agreed the capital programme for 2015/16 and will complete all 
outstanding work on the Highway Investment Programme (HIP) by the end of March 2015. 
These schemes will deliver improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages. We are 
continuing with the Elizabethan Way Cycle scheme and signalisation with an expected 
completion date of February 2015.  
 
Community Safety 
Routine anti-social behaviour case work continues dealing with issues predominately in the 
private rented sector. There are historically a small number of residents who create the 
majority of the problems which inevitably means services are attending on a regular basis.  
There are a couple of cases which enforcement action has now been escalated eg: GMP 
have arrested a male who has preyed upon a disabled resident demanding money, and a 
youth who has caused a lot of ASB is now being escalated to court under the new ASB 
Procedures.  
Joint working with Youth Services to tackle ASB in Milnrow Park has proved successful 
and reported incidents have decreased. Community Safety has made arrangements for 
CCTV which is located at the rear of the Free Trade Pub to be moved closer to the skate 
park.  In order to answer a query regarding the camera installed at the bowling club it 
belongs to Environmental Management and is enhanced by good quality lighting from 8 
spot lights. 
Community Safety, GMP and Metrolink have worked together in tackling issues involving 
youths using the tram to travel between Oldham, through Shaw, Newhey & Milnrow before 
reaching its destination in Rochdale.  These youths have identified themselves under gang 
titles and investigations are ongoing into personal identities of those who are alleged to 
have committed offences. 
Neighbour Nuisance cases are jointly worked with our Partnership agencies conducting 
joint home visits.  All parties are offered to be referred to Rochdale Mediation Services but 
often disputes are historical and sometimes only one party will agree to engage.  We have 
had to point out to some residents that whilst they think their disputes warrant a call to the 
Police and Community Safety it is they who have to resolve their differences.  For example 
land boundary or cutting down shrubs / trees are Civil Matters and to misuse the Public 
Services may result in action being taken against them.  We have to change the way in 
which we are dealing with people to influence their demand upon resources and to 
maintain realistic expectations. 
Improved CCTV coverage is now complete in Milnrow and provides a much higher 
specification in high definition than previously.  Ian Halliday Principal Community Safety 
Officer is contacting the central monitoring unit at Holland Rise to arrange a visit for local 
Councillors so they can see for themselves how much improvement has been made. 
 
Libraries 
Libraries are being used across the Pennines Township as venues, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; skills, jobs and business 
support; reading and literacy; digital inclusion; early years and stronger families; preventing 
social isolation – particularly with the elderly. 
Every library in the township now offers free Wi-Fi, as well as free Internet access. 



Smithybridge Library and Wardle Library recently had Wi-Fi installed.   
Smallbridge Library is used very heavily with youth services, to reduce anti-social 
behaviour in the area.  It is also used every Wednesday, when it is closed for the general 
public, by the Big Life group.  This is a great example of libraries being used to support the 
community, even when they are closed.  
Several events at the Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival, which culminated on October 
26th, were held in the Pennines Township. These  include “Whatever the Weather” at the 
M6 Studio and an event with Author Anne Pelham at “Fresh from the Studio” in 
Littleborough. 
 
Youth Service 
During the last quarter youth groups in the Pennines have been involved in projects that 
have concentrated on the history of the First World War.  Young people also attended and 
laid wreaths at the three Remembrance Services in the Pennines. 
Smallbridge, Belfield and Milnrow youth groups have also participated in arts sessions 
focusing on health issues which are important to them and their work will be displayed at 
the Health and Arts Conference at No 1 Riverside on Friday 13th March.  
One of the Smallbridge groups has also participated in a project delivered by Rochdale 
Pioneers Museum and their artwork is currently being displayed outside the Museum. 
Detached workers have maintained their presence in Hare Hill Park and Milnrow Memorial 
Park and other hot spot areas identified by the Police and Community Safety and have 
found large numbers of young people from other parts of Rochdale congregating in the 
Pennines.  
We have three mini forums in various parts of the Pennines and we are planning to bring 
them together on a residential in February to build relationships with each other and 
undertake training on promoting the voice and influence of young people. 
During November young people participated in a Football Tournament and ten teams all 
from the Pennines came together and enjoyed an afternoon of fun.   
Youth groups in the Pennines are also planning to continue focusing on health and 
wellbeing during 2015. 
 
Community News 
 
Armed Forces Fund 
A recent inspection of the memorials in the Pennines has been carried out. A number of 
small projects were identified including re lettering needed on Shore and Littleborough 
Memorials.  
Prior to Remembrance Sunday much needed maintenance was carried out on the paved 
area around Littleborough Memorial. The flags were repointed which really improved the 
look of the whole area. Large potholes that had appeared on the entrance road into Hare 
Hill Park where also dealt with prior to Remembrance Sunday, to allow for safer passing of 
the parade. 
 
Half term activities 
Multi Sports activities were held during October half term. The aim was to build stronger 
more cohesive communities on Smallbridge estate. The session did attract some of the 
harder to reach groups but the poor weather conditions affected the overall number of 
people attending.  
 
Allen Generator 
A grant has been given to Ellenroad Steam Museum Society to fund the hire of a crane to 
relocate the historical Allen Generator to improve its visibility to the public and accessibility 
for repair/conservation.  Once the generator has been moved the museum volunteers will 
design and build a shelter to commence the repair and conservation work required.  This 
project is part of the ongoing improvements at the Steam Museum dedicated to the 
education of the public about local heritage. 
 



Remembrance Sunday 
People across the Pennines Township came out in their hundreds to pay their respects on 
Remembrance Sunday, amongst those attending were representatives from the Armed 
Forces, veterans, Royal British Legion, school children and youth groups. The Services get 
bigger and bigger each year as more and more people turn out to show their respects.  
 
Hollingworth Lake Planting Schemes 
Funds awarded to Friends of Hollingworth Lake have enabled them to create a beautiful 
horticultural feature at the entrance to the Visitors Centre through the installation of a boat 
planted with flowering edible herbs on the grassed central reservation within the car park.  
This scheme commemorated the Manchester Regiment & Lancashire Fusiliers landings at 
Gallipoli in this special first year of the World War One centenary.  Hollingworth Lake 
Rangers plan to include the herb boat in their educational sessions and encourage the use 
of the herbs as natural remedies or in the kitchen.  Praise for the scheme from the public 
during its installation and interest in the variety of herbs and theme has made this project 
the most successful ever delivered at Hollingworth Lake. 
 
Floating islands to be installed on Hollingworth Lake is the current project being delivered 
by the Friends of group after receipt of match funding from Pennines Township.  The four 
floating islands are pre-planted to provide anti-predator fish/wildfowl refuges, natural food 
larders for fish, biological filters for the lake and reduce algae.  These low maintenance 
islands will enhance the open waterscape of Hollingworth Lake and encourage wildlife 
diversity. 
 
Milnrow and Newhey Area Forum 
The forum is well established and has a core group of regular attendees. Members of the 
public are encouraged to come along to the meetings to discuss issues affecting their 
areas. Recent issues dealt with via the forum include anti-social behaviour at Milnrow 
Memorial Park, Street Lighting issues, and missing grit bins. There have also been a 
number of recent presentations from EON, Blue orchid and Street Wise publication.  
 
Councillor Aftab Hussain 
Pennines Township Committee - Chair 
 
Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township 
 


